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Assessment: Violence Prevention  
Name __________________________ 

 
BACKGROUND: Select a TV program you have seen that contained violence.  Imagine 
you had a 3-4 year old sibling (brother or sister) that watched that show.  You know from 
your study of violence in the media that watching such violent shows definitely has a 
negative impact on children especially.  
 
THE TASK: Write a letter to the producers of that TV program explaining why that 
program should NOT be aired on television.    
 
RUBRIC: The rubric you will be evaluated upon is as follows: 
 

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1 
Sentences & 
Paragraphs 

Sentences and 
paragraphs are complete, 
well-constructed and of 
varied structure. 

All sentences are complete 
and well-constructed (no 
fragments, no run-ons). 
Paragraphing is generally 
done well. 

Most sentences are 
complete and well-
constructed. 
Paragraphing needs 
some work. 

Many sentence fragments 
or run-on sentences OR 
paragraphing needs lots of 
work. 

Salutation and 
Closing 

Salutation and closing 
have no errors in 
capitalization and 
punctuation. 

Salutation and closing have 
1-2 errors in capitalization 
and punctuation. 

Salutation and closing 
have 3 or more errors in 
capitalization and 
punctuation. 

Salutation and/or closing 
are missing. 

Grammar & 
spelling 
(conventions) 

Writer makes no errors 
in grammar or spelling. 

Writer makes 1-2 errors in 
grammar and/or spelling. 

Writer makes 3-4 errors 
in grammar and/or 
spelling 

Writer makes more than 4 
errors in grammar and/or 
spelling. 

Ideas Ideas were expressed in 
a clear and organized 
fashion. It was easy to 
figure out what the letter 
was about. 

Ideas were expressed in a 
pretty clear manner, but the 
organziation could have 
been better. 

Ideas were somewhat 
organized, but were not 
very clear. It took more 
than one reading to 
figure out what the 
letter was about. 

The letter seemed to be a 
collection of unrelated 
sentences. It was very 
difficult to figure out what 
the letter was about. 

Length The letter is 10 or more 
sentences. 

The letter is 8-9 sentences. The letter is 5-7 
sentences. 

The letter is less than 5 
sentences. 

Capitalization 
and Punctuation 

Writer makes no errors 
in capitalization and 
punctuation. 

Writer makes 1-2 errors in 
capitalization and 
punctuation. 

Writer makes 3-4 errors 
in capitalization and 
punctuation. 

Writer makes more than 4 
errors in capitalization and 
punctuation. 

Neatness Letter is typed, clean, not 
wrinkled, and is easy to 
read with no distracting 
error corrections. It was 
done with pride. 

Letter is neatly hand-
written, clean, not 
wrinkled, and is easy to 
read with no distracting 
error corrections. It was 
done with care. 

Letter is typed and is 
crumpled or slightly 
stained. It may have 1-2 
distracting error 
corrections. It was done 
with some care. 

Letter is typed and looks 
like it had been shoved in 
a pocket or locker. It may 
have several distracting 
error corrections. It looks 
like it was done in a hurry 
or stored improperly. 

Format Complies with all the 
requirements for a 
friendly letter. 

Complies with almost all 
the requirements for a 
friendly letter. 

Complies with several 
of the requirements for 
a friendly letter. 

Complies with less than 
50% of the requirements 
for a friendly letter. 

Content 
Accuracy 

The letter contains at 
least 5 accurate facts 
about the topic. 

The letter contains 3-4 
accurate facts about the 
topic. 

The letter contains 1-2 
accurate facts about the 
topic. 

The letter contains no 
accurate facts about the 
topic. 
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